Portland Organizing to Win Economic Rights [POWER] /
Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign
Economic Human Rights Survey
HAVE YOUR RIGHTS BEEN VIOLATED? 

PLEASE TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO FILL OUT THIS FORM!
Conditions of poverty represent violations of our economic human rights. As part of the struggle to end poverty, we’re working to document these violations wherever they occur. Economic human rights are guaranteed to all human beings; they are outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, signed by the United States in 1948. These rights include:

• Article 23 - Right to a living wage job, safe working conditions, and to form and join unions.

• Article 25 - Right to well-being of a person and their family, including food, housing, health-
                      care, childcare, guaranteed income for those who can’t work or are unemployed.

• Article 26 - Right to education, including higher education & training.

*Note: to take this survey online, please visit www.povertyontrial.org/ehr_survey.html
RIGHT TO HOUSING (Article 25)

· Have you or your family ever been homeless?  





 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

· Have you had trouble finding or keeping housing that you can afford? 

 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

· Have you your heat, electricity, phone or other basic utilities shut off? 

 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

· Have you ever had to live in crowded or unsafe conditions? 



 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

RIGHT TO A JOB WITH A LIVING WAGE (Article 23)

	· Have you ever worked for minimum wage or less? Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 If yes, for how long?
	     


	· Have you had to work more than one job to make ends meet?                                        Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 


	· What is your monthly income?
	     

	How many people rely on this income?
	     


	· Were you ever laid off? Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 If so, how long before you found a new job?
	     



· Did you ever lose unemployment benefits before you found a new job? 

 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

· Have you ever gotten sick/injured because of your job? 




 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 If yes, were you able to get medical treatment and/or worker’s comp? 

 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

· Have you ever gone into debt to pay for shelter, heat, healthcare costs, etc? 
 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 If yes, did this result in bankruptcy or foreclosure? 




 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

RIGHT TO HEALTHCARE, FOOD, & OTHER BASIC NEEDS (Article 25)

· Were you ever denied/cut off benefits (foodstamps, MaineCare, TANF, etc)? 
 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

· Has your family ever relied on food pantries/soup kitchens? 



 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 If so, have you ever skipped meals because there wasn’t enough money for food? 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

· Have you been denied/gone without medical care because you couldn’t pay? 
 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

· Have you ever gone without prescriptions because you couldn’t afford them? 
 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

· Have you or your family suffered illnesses or health problems due to poverty? 
 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

· Were your children ever removed due to conditions of poverty in the home? 

 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

If so, did a lack of resources lead to unfair treatment by DHS or the courts? 

 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 

· Have you ever had problems obtaining affordable childcare? 



 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
  
If so, have you ever lost/ taken a job due to a lack of affordable childcare? 

 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
  
RIGHT TO EDUCATION (Article 26)

· Have you ever had to leave school/training because you couldn’t afford it? 

 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
  
· Has a lack of access to higher education made it difficult to provide for your family? 
 Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
  

Form continues on back

Tell us more about your story:
Please use this space to go into more detail about violations of your economic human rights. You can also attach any additional documentation (photos, copies of bills, etc) & send it in along with this form.

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     



PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:  P.O.W.E.R., Po box 4281, Portland, ME, 04101
For more info: 207-650-5092 / www.povertyontrial.org
Feel free to make copies of this form & help document the stories of people you know!

OPTIONAL INFORMATION:

	Name:
	     

	Date:
	     


	Phone:
	     

	Email:
	     


	Address:
	     

	Town:
	     

	Zip:
	     



Confidentiality Waiver – please sign below (even if your story is anonymous)
I certify that the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign & POWER have permission to use this story in their efforts to document economic human rights violations in the United States.

	X  Sign:
	     

	Date:
	     



This form was created by Portland Organizing to Win Economic Rights as part of our efforts to build a movement for economic justice. POWER is a grassroots anti-poverty action group led by poor & low-income people. We’re also a local member of the national Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign. Together we’re struggling to win our economic human rights, both here in Maine and across the country. Because here in richest nation on earth, there’s no excuse for poverty! Everyone deserves a decent life, including food, housing, healthcare, living wages, & education!

	· Are you interested in becoming a member of POWER?                                   Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	· If yes, how should we contact you?
	     


	· POWER’s monthly meetings are held on the THIRD Monday of every month from 6:00-8:00PM.
     Are you interested in attending meetings?                                                   Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 Maybe FORMCHECKBOX 


	· If you have internet access, do you want to join POWER’s email list-serv?      Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 


	· If yes, please list your email address:
	     



PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:  POWER, Po box 4281, Portland, Maine, 04101

THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING AND TELLING YOUR STORY!

www.povertyontrial.org






