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Portland, ME – On Tuesday December 11th at 6:30 PM, Portland Organizing to Win Economic Rights (POWER) will hold a Public Forum on Healthcare Justice, with the purpose of providing the public with more information about Universal Single Payer Healthcare. The event will take place at Portland’s Community Public Access, located at 516 Congress Street. 
POWER’s Public Forum on Healthcare Justice is one of a series of events that the low-income led, grassroots organization is holding to address the serious healthcare crisis facing people here in Maine and across the nation. The forum will feature brief presentations from panelists who will high-light the solution to this crisis: a guaranteed Universal Single Payer Healthcare program. Here participants will learn more about Universal Single Payer, including what it means, how much it costs, how it works in other countries, & how we can get it here.
The US healthcare crisis runs deep and affects many, including the 47 million Americans who have been uninsured for a year or longer, and 33 million more who were uninsured for six months. Also affected are the millions more can’t afford to use the health insurance they paid for, thanks to the high costs of deductibles and co-payments. And millions of our nation’s seniors and disabled for all intents and purposes just lost their prescription coverage, having ‘fallen into’ Medicare Part D’s infamous $3,850 ‘donut hole.’ Meanwhile, medical bills are now the number one cause of US bankruptcies – since 1981 alone such ‘medical bankruptcies’ have increased by more than 2000%. 

Despite the fact that we have no national guaranteed health program, the US spends far more than any other nation on earth on healthcare – nearly $2.2 trillion a year, or about 16% of our nation’s GDP. Yet compared to every other comparably industrialized nation, Americans are receiving far worse health outcomes by almost every measure, including infant mortality, life expectancy, wait time for health services, choice in health providers, and overall health.  
What is going on here? Why are we paying so much more only to receive so much less? Why, here in the world’s richest nation, are we dying for healthcare? POWER urges all members of the public to join us and learn more about how we can fix this broken healthcare system, so that we can finally get the healthcare that we all need, that we all deserve, and that we’re already paying for.
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